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TO: Incident File
FROM: Andrew S. Gulczynski, Health Physicist

Robin G. Muzzalupo, Health Physicist

Division of Radioactive Materials
DATE: April 9, 2001
RE: Object Characterization at 3151 S. California, Chicago

On April 6, 2001, the Department received a call from Mr. Brad Benning,
On-Scene Coordinator, USEPA, (312) 353-7613. Information provided indicated
that the EPA, while doing a survey of an old abandoned warehouse, had come
across what was described as a 3 ft diameter metal kettle with a bolted lid and a
steel column through the middle. According to USEPA, a reading of 100 uR/hr
was obtained as they approached the object. USEPA had cordoned off an area
around the unknown object and had requested assistance from IDNS. Upon
notification from Mr. Tom Seif, Head of Inspection and Enforcement, Mr. Andrew
S. Gulezynski and Ms. Robin G. Muzzalupo departed from Glen Ellyn to the site
located at 3151 S. California Street in Chicago.

Surveys were performed by the inspectors using an Eberline Model PRM-6
ratemeter, serial number 1470, last calibrated on May 18, 2000, with an Eberline
Model HP-260 probe and a Bicron Micro Rem Low Energy survey instrument,
serial number B970N, last calibrated on May 22, 2000. Background readings were
40 - 60 CPM and 5 - 8 Rem/hour, respectively. The highest exposure rate
obtained at the front rectangular opening was 80 Rem/hour. Surface wipes were
collected at this opening and the side where a slightly elevated reading was
detected. Field evaluation of these wipes showed no detectable removable
contamination. These wipe samples were forwarded to Springfield for laboratory
analysis.

A gamma spectrum was obtained using the Microspec-2 portable
multichannel analyzer, serial number 94006. The radionuclide was identified as

7 Cs. Spectral data are included with this report.

The object was identified as a billet former (used to make steel billets). The
owner of the property (3151 S. California) was identified by Mr. Brad Benning as
the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Chicago. The property was leased
to M.S.

Kaplan Co. (contact is Joe Blandi at 708/756-0400) who subleased the warehouse
to JPIT Melt Shop. JPIT apparently left the site about three years ago.



Prior to leaving, the inspectors discussed their findings with Mr. Brad
Benning of USEPA and provided him with a couple “C-RAM?” signs for posting
on the device. A copy of the CRCPD Waste Broker listing was also provided to
Mr. Benning. Mr. Benning assured the inspectors that the site would be secured
and stated that he appreciated the help.

Pending satisfactory disposition of the material found at the site, this matter
may be considered closed.
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DOSPEC (G) v2.07
former.001
Billet former next to Cozzi; Chicago; 80 uR/hour at opening; Cs-137;
April 6, 2001; ASG:RGM.
Run started at:Fri Apr 06 12:38:07 2001
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